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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
 

1. BACKGROUND AND SCOPE 
 
The Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District (MTD) is requesting expressions of interest 
from key transit bus builders for the manufacture and supply of a fleet of approximately thirteen 
(13) 22-foot Altoona tested, fully ADA-compliant battery-powered electric transit buses.  These 
buses would be placed into service within the next two years in order to effectively provide new 
and continuing service within MTD’s service territory. 
 
Background 
 
MTD operates more battery-electric buses than any other transit agency in the nation and intends 
to procure additional buses as replacements for aging vehicles in its existing fleet and to support 
the implementation of new service.  MTD recently released an RFP for the procurement of 
thirteen (13) new low-floor battery-electric buses.  Proposals received were unresponsive in 
terms of general vehicle specifications and/or performance requirements, and as a consequence 
that solicitation process has been cancelled.  MTD plans to release a modified solicitation 
shortly, and in order to encourage the participation of as many qualified bidders as possible is 
seeking input regarding plans to maximize vehicle performance while simultaneously 
minimizing risks to the manufacturer. 
 
MTD’s previous solicitation specified an aggressive performance profile based on present and 
anticipated needs, but the technical specification did not stipulate the use of any particular 
battery product.  After consideration of the proposals received in response to that solicitation, 
MTD believes that the opportunities for a successful procurement can be maximized by the 
specification of a battery product.  The benefits of such an approach include the utilization of a 
battery product that best meets the needs and interests of MTD, the maximization of vehicle 
operating range, and the elimination of risk to the bus manufacturer in the event of failure to 
meet the desired operating range, thereby encouraging greater participation within the bus 
manufacturing community.  This RFI is therefore intended to explore manufacturers’ interest in 
building a 22-foot battery-electric transit-style bus based on the general configuration specified 
in the following section. 
 
Scope 
 
The battery-powered electric buses must meet existing and pending service conditions.  MTD 
has therefore determined that the electric buses should have the following characteristics: 
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1. Seated Passengers = 19 minimum 
2. Total Passengers = 27 minimum 
3. Seating Arrangement = Forward facing as option 
4. Wheelchair Passengers = 1 
5. Vehicle Length = 22 feet nominal 
6. Vehicle Width = 102 inches maximum 
7. Entrance Height = 14 inches maximum 
8. Floor Height = 15 inches maximum 
9. Door = 1, as far forward as possible 
10. Headroom = 78 inches minimum 
11. Approach Angle = 9 degrees minimum 
12. Departure Angle = 9 degrees minimum 
13. Breakover Angle = 10 degrees minimum 
14. Ground Clearance = 9 inches minimum to frame/body 
15. Curb-to-Curb Turning Radius = 25 feet maximum 
16. Suspension = Air 
17. Brakes = Air 
18. Battery System = 96 modules Saft STM5-180 nickel-cadmium, 

two parallel strings, 288 volts. 
19. Curb Weight = 15,000 pounds maximum 
20. Payload = 4,200 pounds minimum 
21. Top Speed = 45 mph on a 0% grade at GVWR 
22. Gradability = 35 mph @ 2.5% and 7 mph @ 16% at GVWR 
23. ADA ramp accessible 
24. Kneeling capability 
25. Altoona-tested with a minimum 7-year life expectancy 

 
If your company would consider offering battery-powered electric buses that meet MTD’s 
requirements, please respond with a letter, e-mail, or fax no later than April 6, 2006.  Your 
responses will not be scored or ranked. 
 

2. QUESTIONS 
 

1. Are you willing and able to manufacture an electric transit bus with the above 
characteristics? 

2. Do you have your own design for a battery-powered 22-foot transit bus?  Have you 
built a prototype of such a bus?  If so, please provide the name of a transit agency that 
is currently operating such a bus. 

3. If you do have a design for a battery-powered 22-foot transit bus, does it meet or can 
it be modified to meet all the above requirements?  Can the bus accommodate the 
specified battery system in terms of footprint, volume, mass, and axle-load 
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distribution standpoints?  (Please be advised that inter-module gaps are required for 
thermal management per Saft specifications.) 

4. If not, what characteristics would it be unable to meet? 
5. Based on your response to questions 3 and 4, how much will the bus weigh? 
6. What will be the front vs. rear axle-loading ratios at curb weight and under full-seated 

load and full capacity load conditions? 
7. If your bus design is unable to accommodate the specified battery system, how many 

of the STM5-180 modules would it be able to accommodate?  Are there alternate 
battery products/systems that you would propose?  (If so, please provide answers to 
questions 4, 5, and 6 and provide enough detail so that energy capacity can be 
evaluated.) 

8. If you have a bus design slightly longer than 22-feet that would accommodate the 
specified battery system, please describe fully. 

9. Who will build the bus chassis? 
10. Who will manufacture the powertrain (controller/inverter and motor)? 
11. Who will integrate the electric drive and control systems? 
12. What is the relationship between the bus manufacturer, electric drive system 

component manufacturer(s), and the systems integrator? 
13. Based on your response to questions 3 and 4, what is the estimated price of your 

battery powered 22-foot bus?  (Please assume that MTD will provide the battery 
modules and charge system to the bus manufacturer free-of-charge.)  In the event that 
you have proposed an alternate battery system via Question 7, please include the 
battery and charge systems in your bus price. 

14. Please furnish a theoretical delivery schedule, including delivery of a prototype and 
completion of Altoona testing, based on a notice to proceed of July 2006. 

 
Please feel free to address issues that you feel are relevant but were not expressly stated above. 
 

3. SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
 
Thank you for considering this request for information.  The details that you will provide will 
help MTD make an informed decision on whether to issue and how to structure a Request for  
Proposals.  Please send your response by April 6, 2006, to: 
 
Mr. Jerry Estrada, Assistant GM 
Santa Barbara MTD 
550 Olive Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
 
or by email to jestrada@sbmtd.gov 
 
or by fax to Jerry Estrada at (805) 962-4794. 
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The submittal of a response to this RFI does not guarantee use of the information provided.  This 
is not a Request for Proposals.  MTD, at its sole discretion, will determine if a Request for 
Proposals may be issued at a later date.  Any RFP issued by MTD may differ significantly in 
content from the system described in this RFI document.  This RFI is to be used solely for the 
purpose of this industry review and MTD assumes no responsibility for any other use of this 
document.  It is not a requirement to participate in this industry review process in order to be 
considered for any RFP arising out of this process.  Participation in this industry review is 
strictly voluntary and MTD will not reimburse participants for any costs in connection therewith. 
 

4. PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 
 
Responses to this RFI become the exclusive property of MTD and is subject to the California 
Public Records Act.  Those elements in each submittal which are trade secrets as that term is 
defined in Civil Code section 3426.1(d) or otherwise exempt by law from disclosure and which 
are prominently marked as “TRADE SECRET,” “CONFIDENTIAL,” OR “PROPRIETARY” 
may not be subject to disclosure.  MTD shall not in any way be liable or responsible for the 
disclosure of any such records including, without limitation, those so marked if disclosure is 
deemed to be required by law or by an order of the Court.  Respondents who indiscriminately 
identify all or most of their submittal as exempt from disclosure without justification may be 
deemed non-responsive. 
 
In the event MTD is required to defend an action on a Public Records Act request for any of the 
contents of a submittal marked “confidential,” “proprietary,” or “trade secret,” respondent 
agrees, upon submission of its submittal for MTD’s consideration, to defend and indemnify 
MTD from all costs and expenses, including attorneys’ fees, in any action or liability arising 
under the Public Records Act. 


